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description of her; and it passed the old lady's comprehension that she was
her " son's passion/' Money was her absorbing interest: according to Robert
Walpole, she " would have sold the king's honour for a shilling advance to the
best bidder; " and she netted a very large fortune from the sale of offices.
A more amusing person in the royal entourage was the Baroness von Kilmansegg.
" She had/' said Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, " a greater vivacity in con-
versation than ever I knew in a German of either sex." As pronouncedly
plump as " the Schulenburg" was thin, English humorists dubbed her " the
Elephant," and her presence at court was interpreted by the gossips as proof
that she was one of the royal mistresses. As a matter of fact, " the Elephant "
was one of the Elector Ernest Augustus' "bastards," and therefore George's
half-sister, and he treated her as such. " The Elephant" also managed a
successful business in the sale of honours : but for that matter so did every one
in the royal household, including the two Turkish valets de chambve, Mustapha
and Mahomet, whom George had taken prisoner when soldiering in Hungary
in the sixteen-eighties.

It was not George's immoral habits, but rather their grossness, which caused
such unfavourable comment in polite society. " The king loved pleasure, and
was not delicate in his choice of it," observed Chesterfield. " No woman came
amiss to him, if they were very willing and very fat. . . . The standard of His
Majesty's taste made all those ladies who aspired to his favour, and who were
near the statutable size, strain and swell themselves like the frogs in the fable
to rival the bulk and dignity of the ox. Some succeeded, and others burst."
There was, of course, a good deal of feminine jealousy aroused in consequence
of his preference for German women; and it is an .interesting commentary
on social behaviour in his reign that when he took Anne Brett into his establish-
ment he was said to have " paid the nation the compliment of taking openly
an English mistress."

It must not be supposed that the Whigs were greatly put out by these
shortcomings in the Hanoverian king. They had not brought George to England
to require him to be a paragon of virtue: he was in the country merely to
satisfy the normal Englishman's craving for monarchy, and to delude him into
the belief that the rule of a highly organised and skilfully managed political
party was not inconsistent with. cherished monarchical ideals. The Whigs
wanted power to break their Tory opponents. George was easily persuaded
that the return of the Whigs was in the public interest, and absolutely necessary
for the security of the Hanoverian succession. He was soon to discover that
much of the opposition to the fact that he and not " James III." sat on the
throne was due to the savagery of the Whig attack on the Tories.

George was crowned at Westminster on aoth October. It was a glorious
autumn day, and to the ceremony flocked men of every shade of political opinion.